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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2021 8:56 PM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com; siversen@pahouse.net

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
The enclosed comment was received as part of the following testimony:  
 
   Testimony name: Public Hearing 8 (1pm) - #7-559  
   Testimony date: 12/11/2020 12:00:00 AM  
   Testimony location: WebEx  
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Maryanne Zakreski  
(mzakreski21@gmail.com)  
120 Hilldale Rd  
Cheltenham, PA 19012 US  

Comments entered:  
 
I grew up in Claymont, Delaware just south of the Marcus Hook Refinery and downwind from 
industrial Philadelphia. I lived in the Lehigh Valley, not far from the Northampton County Cement 
Plant and Bethlehem Steel. I also lived in Pottsville, Schuylkill County. I have seen and 
experienced first- hand the effects of pollution on me, my family, and my neighbors. Chronic 
congestion and coughing accompany us all, cancer and mental disabilities in the coal regions; 
folks not able to really work and be on their own in Pottsville. I have taught children who 
increasing have contracted asthma. 
I believe that RGGI is one solution that can put us all on track for an increasingly sustainable 
future in an environment that is increasingly dangerous and catastrophic. I also will insert here 
that something needs to be done about the release of methane gas into our atmosphere, which 
is more dangerous than CO2. The experts which have testified have many more statistics to 
attest to this..  
RGGI is a sensible way for industry and energy companies to work together to mitigate a 
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dangerous situation. I have confidence in the expertise which can help employees retrain and 
retool for a sustainable job without loss of employment. AS a matter of fact, the funds that are 
recouped from RGGI can be used for that very purpose. The energy industry and manufacturing 
industry are financially well equipped to change their track. The purpose of industry, the state, 
and citizens is to create a healthy, sustainable citizenry. After all to health and well-being of all 
is what we should be about.  
Also to say, that, as noted in the beginning of my testimony, what happens in one area of the 
region affects other areas. We need to be concerned about our neighbors and the kind of legacy 
we, in Pennsylvania, will leave to our future generations and to the good of our country.  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


